 
Call For Applications
New Researches in Human Understanding
Summer Schools in Phenomenological Philosophy
Center for Phenomenological Research, Charles University, Prague, June 20-27, 2004
 
War and Philosophy
Professor Nicolas De Warren (Wellesley College)     
Professor James Dodd (New School University)
The trauma of the First World War inspired the notion among many European intellectuals that the experience of war reveals something fundamental, either with respect to existence generally or to European existence in particular. Whether understood as a symptom of degeneration or a glimpse of a "naked" reality determined by powerful impersonal forces, the idea that the modern experience of war has shaped the task of the philosopher in the twentieth century is a common theme in the phenomenological tradition from Husserl to Levinas, Heidegger to Patočka. But does it still make sense to speak of war in this way today? Do we still see in war the metaphysical consequences that seemed so evident in the wake of the First World War? Or do we on the contrary only see its political and human face, its mechanics and its costs? And by extension, to what extent does the whole discussion with respect to the "crisis of Europe," or the crisis of rational culture, have any meaning for us today? To what extent can we still speak of our era, as did Patočka of his, that its essence “is” that of war? Readings from Ernst Jünger, Martin Heidegger, Edmund Husserl, Teilhard de Chardin, Jan Patočka, and Max Scheler, among others.
Format          One-week intensive seminar (two three-hour sessions for five days). Accepted applicants will be provided with seminar materials in advance. There may be limited funding available for travel costs and hotel.
Language        This seminar will be held in English.
Eligibility     Doctoral and post-doctoral candidates, or other similarly advanced applicants, who are currently pursuing research in phenomenological philosophy or areas related to the intellectual, political, or social history of warfare in the 20th century.
Application     Please send a current curriculum vitae with a two-page statement of purpose to:
Professor James Dodd
Department of Philosophy, Graduate Faculty
New School University
65 Fifth Avenue, New York NY 10003
Deadline for applications: March 15, 2004. Applicants will be notified of acceptance by April 15
New Researches in Human Understanding: Summer Schools in Phenomenological Philosophy is a three-year series of one-week summer school programs for advanced students and researchers. The goal of the summer schools is to assess the importance of the legacy of phenomenological philosophy for contemporary philosophical discourse. This project is being organized by the Husserl-Archiv, Universität Freiburg (Germany) in cooperation with The Husserl Archives in Memory of Alfred Schutz (New York, U.S.A.), the Département de Philosophie, Université de Toulouse-Le Mirail (France) and the Center for Phenomenological Studies (Prague, Czech Republic). For more information please visit: http://www.newschool.edu/gf/phil/Husserl

